
St. John's Lutheran Church 

• January/February 2012 Newsletter • 
Sunday Worship: 9am          Sunday School: 10am  

 
Please join us after worship for our time of Fellowship in Luther Hall. Refreshments are always served!  

From the Pastor's Study....                                                                             
 
This year, things were a little different. After nearly 15 years, our artificial Christmas tree died and we were ‘forced’ 
into obtaining a real Christmas tree. I say forced, because I have loved having my artificial tree. It was stunning and 
perfect and had so many lights, the thing warmed up the room and you could land Santa’s sleigh by it, it was so bright. 
My kids always joked they needed sunglasses when they opened their Christmas gifts. But alas, the time had finally 
come when it would no longer light and the branches were kind of getting worn. Sigh. So I agreed to get a fresh tree…
at least for this year…. to try it out…and see if I could live with it. Have I mentioned I am opinionated and a little par-
ticular about my trees? 
 
So there it stood, lights on, ornaments hanging from its branches with the angel sitting on the top. Once I finished dec-
orating it, I stood back and accessed the new arrival—honestly I wasn’t sure I liked it one bit. Then some days later I 
was sitting in my chair with a nice warm cup of coffee gazing at the tree. The house was quiet, my phone was quiet 
for once, and I had a moment to relax. I gazed at that tree and saw really and truly how imperfect it was. The branch-
es, while it was obvious the tree farmer had taken some care in trying to make them nice 
and shapely, just weren’t. The number of lights were only about a third of what the artificial tree had on it, and the or-
naments hung rather awkwardly. Yet, as I gazed at it, it began to grow on me. The smell of pine was wonderful and 
those uneven branches told a story coming from somewhere at a distant tree farm—of someone who was trying to 
make a living and had tended my tree to the best of their ability. The lights while not hot and alarmingly bright held a 
soft glow that set the ornaments a twinkling in a way I had never noticed before. In essence 
the imperfect tree was truly perfect. 
 
It occurred to me that my Christmas tree was a lot like life. It is often imperfect—sometimes downright difficult. It is 
unshapely, often not very bright and things just don’t hang quite right. Yet within the imperfect we find perfection. I 
think that tends to happen when we take a moment from the craziness of our lives and really LOOK at our life—much 
like I had finally taken the time to look at my new tree. It is then we see how God has entered in and given us such an 
amazing life. Funny enough it is often seen in the little things, and when we take the time to access what really mat-
ters. When that happens, I call those God moments—moments of epiphany when we finally realize what we have 
been missing. 
 
I had been missing 15 years of wonderful imperfections and seeing how those imperfections in my life held God’s 
grace. For me it took a Christmas tree to wake me up and reevaluate. For you it might be something else, but there IS 
something. Christ’s birth in our lives reminds us to look for how God continues to act in our lives—where is that hap-
pening for you? 
 
Gazing at my grace-filled imperfections, 
 
Pastor Pat 

 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Annual Meeting will be held on January 29th after 
worship in Luther Hall. All members of the church are  

encouraged to come!  
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Every year around this time I look back at the previous year. As I reflect I think about what I could have done differ-
ently, what things went better than anticipated, and what things were, although a good idea at the time, something 
that should be put back into the idea drawer to maybe bring out again if the need arises.  
 

When looking back at the year we’ve had with the youth program here at St. John’s I see all of those qualities. There 
were several things that went exceptionally well and I cannot wait to do them again! There were others that went 
well, but I know that I would like to approach them differently and try something new along with it. And then there 
are other things that I saw as a good idea but that didn’t quite work out as I had planned. 
 

But the most important thing that came to mind was, even with the successes and failures of the past year, what is 
there that I can improve on? What sort of things should I set my sights on for this next year? Each year brings with it 
its own surprises. Many times we never know about it until suddenly something out of the blue occurs. But even as 
that happens, you are constantly finding ways to use those surprises as beneficially as possible.  
 

So in looking forward, here are some of the goals I have for the next year and even a few for the years to come: 
 

SPOTS – The interest for our 5th and 6th grade ministry has grown, and what a wonderful feeling it brings! With this 
in mind (and the constant badgering from the students!) I am hoping to move SPOTS from an every other month 
ministry to a ministry that meets every month, allowing our students to constantly come together and learn all the fun 
ways to celebrate the grace and love of Jesus. 
 

5th Quarter – This group has become a bit tricky for me. The reason being is that most of the 7th and 8th grade stu-
dents are extremely busy with sports and extracurriculars that take up their time on weekends and Sundays. Howev-
er, I do not intend to let that bring us down. I will get a general idea from the students as to which day works best for 
them during the week and go from there, possibly bringing 5th Quarter to a bi-weekly ministry instead of only meet-
ing once a month to dig a little deeper into how learning and talking about Jesus can be a relaxing and enjoyable 
thing! 
 

Genesis – Genesis continues to grow and I can tell that as each week passes the students become more and more of a 
family instead of just friends. With this in mind I hope to do more with the group: helping out at shelters, planning 
mission trips to communities in surrounding states, taking trips (such as camping) to get away from the everyday dis-
tractions like cell phones, tv, and Facebook. 
 

Lastly, I hope to be able to use these ministries to reach out farther into the community, to allow students and fami-
lies to know that we here at St. John’s have an opportunity to give the students an alternative event, which is fun and 
Christ-filled.  
 

Of course, throughout the year, there will undoubtedly be many more things that emerge and say “Surprise!” I’m 
prepared for that. Although I may not know how I will respond, I will welcome those surprises with an open heart 
and an open mind. And I know, that through your generous support and prayers, this ministry along with all the other 
ministries of this church will continue to grow and be a shining light for all to see. 
 

Awaiting surprises, reaching our goals, 
 

����� SPLAT has graciously agreed to take over the 
Homecoming Float duties for 2012! Look for a 

re-vamped St. John's Homecoming Float in 
2012!   
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(Join in the fellowship and create a prayer shawl 

too!) 
Sunday– January 1 in Luther Hall  

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in LH 
Monday– January 23 in Luther Hall 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon & 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
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(Join in the fellowship and create a prayer shawl 

too!) 
Sunday– February 5 in Luther Hall  

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in LH 
Monday– February 26 in Luther Hall 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon & 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 

Any questions please contact: Lynda Palmer @ 
443-2688 

  (Check your newsletter & bulletins for dates and times, as 
changes may occur.) 

Ladies Aid  1pm 
 
 

January 4 Luther Hall  

��������  �	�
  ��	�
  

��
  

�����������  	�
�  � 
� �� ��  �  

�����
��  ��� �� 	�
�  �  

���

�
�� �
������� ������� ��

������� �� �� �����

�
��
���
���� ���

��
���� ������� ��
����
���

�����������	��
���
���������������������	��
���
���������������������	��
���
���������������������	��
���
����������� ���
����

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����

Ever wonder how your mission support dollars are used and how it 
affects people's lives?�

Secretary of State Clinton highlights the work of ELCA-related ministries �
�

    CHICAGO (ELCA) -- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton noted the vital work of Lutheran social min-
istry organizations in welcoming refugees to the United States, during her Dec. 7 address at the U.N. 

High Commissioner for Refugee's ministerial conference in Geneva. In her presentation to world leaders, Clinton 
shared a story about Fatuma Elmi, who applied for asylum in the United States after civil war broke out in her na-

tive Somalia in 1991.  

To continue reading this article see the north bulletin board in the lobby.  

Mary Martha 
Circle  

 
7pm  

 
January 17  

 
Luther Hall  

WELCA Board 
January 11 

6:30pm  
Conference Room  

January Schedule  
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February Schedule  
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The current The Lutheran subscription will be 
up in May of 2012. After this subscription is 
up St. John's will no longer be providing a 
subscription to our members. We will pur-
chase three subscriptions to keep in the Nar-
thex so that those who do not wish to pay for 
their own subscription can still have access 
to The Lutheran.  

The Chancel Choir will be presenting music from the 
cantata Come, Touch the Robe by Pepper Choplin 

during the season of Epiphany, Lent and Easter when 
appropriate. It is an amazing story how the robe of Je-

sus plays a part in his journey- healing, glory, trial, 
death, resurrection and ascension. Please plan to join 
us in following this journey starting with the January 

15 Healing Service. 
Come! Touch the Robe!   
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If you would like to see the rest of this article by Jerilyn Strohecker please see the North bulletin board in the lobby.  
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Thank You!  
We ended up with a total of $687.00 (as of this time) from the entire congregation for the 3 needy families in the 

area.  We purchased $560.00 in gift cards for the families and we gave $127.00 to the Pearl City Food Pantry.  The 
Mary-Martha Circle and the Ladies Aid also provided food gift cards for each family for Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas!  Thank you everyone for your generous gifts for these families. It is greatly appreciated! 
 

Kathy Hillmer wants to thank Jennifer Bovee, Kim Williams, and Diane Handsaker for driving to the Lena Living 
Center on Thursday, Dec. 15 for our Joy Choir.  The residents really enjoyed our songs.  Pastor Pat was also there to 
help us sing!  I would also like to thank all of the parents who donate and prepare food for our parties.  It is greatly 

appreciated!  
 

The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank everyone who donated to the clothing collection for the Pearl 
City Schools! Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  

To the Poinsettia Garden Committee: Carol Garnhart, Michele Schiess & Theresa Koch  

To All St. John's Members 

Thank you for all the cards, visits, and communion (Dorothy & Carol) for Dad, Glen Holmes. He appreciates the 
kindness given to him. Janet Schubert (Daughter)   

AED Training  
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for those who would 
like to be trained to use the AED machine as well as be cer-
tified in CPR. The cost would be $7 per person. A date has 

not been set yet but we are trying to figure out who would be 
interested in this course. There are only 10 spots available.   
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January 12th we will discuss Home: A Novel. Everyone is WELCOME!����
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As the New Year begins, the Stewardship committee would like to focus on two main is-
sues: automatic withdrawal and blessing . 
 
We would like to get more people to sign up for automatic withdrawal of their weekly/
monthly giving. It benefits the church because it keeps congregational giving consistent 
and steady throughout the year. Even when the weather gets bad in the winter or when 
summer vacations roll around, the weekly giving can stay consistent. It can also benefit 
members of the church because it allows them to have weekly/monthly contributions 
automatically withdrawn from a checking or savings account. No more having to find the 
cash or write that check on a weekly basis. No more having to worry about making up 
contributions when you miss a week. All you have to do is set up your withdrawal and 
your budgeting is complete. 
 
So, to get more people to sign up for automatic withdrawal, we are going to hold a draw-
ing for a $25 gift card to any SCRIP store for anyone who is signed up for automatic with-
drawal by March 1st. If you are currently signed up for it, you are in the drawing, and if 
you want to be in the drawing (and help the church and yourself in the process) get your 
paperwork turned in to Jordy by March 1st. 
 
Our focus on blessings is going to be a yearlong collection of the things that members of 
our congregation have been blessed with. There is going to be a notebook on a table in the 
Narthex in which we would like everyone to write their blessings. Big or small, old or 
young, personal or general—it doesn’t matter. We just want to know who you are and 
what you have been blessed with during the entire year. We may even ask some of you to 
share your blessings with the congregation. So, reflect on your life and let’s fill that note-
book! 
 

DJ Scott 
Stewardship committee chairperson  

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for those 
who are willing to help take on some of the 
cleaning duties at St. John's. If there are enough 
people signed up we will look into possible sce-
narios that could help reduce the cleaning costs. 
This will take a large number of volunteers and 
some cleaning needs could be very short notice. 
If you are willing to help out please make sure to 
sign-up in the Narthex.   

Volunteer  
Opportunities @ St. 

John's for 2012 

January 8th Sunday Service 
Dedication & New Member Installation!  

We will be welcoming new members to St. John's and also dedi-
cating a number of items that have been given since our last 
dedication. Please come and enjoy this very special service!   



1 Frank Martin   
3 Sarah Hass    
         Rose Kruse 
4 Lee Block 
 Claire Brinkmeier  
5 Jan Voss 
         Angie Stichter  
6 Angie Koehn  
9 Austin Block   
10 Vernon Wilhelm   
11 Verlin Richtemeyer 
 Jodi Revels 
13 Linda Erbsen 
18 Brogan Kuhlmeyer             
19    Richard Brinkmeier  
20 Stuart Hershey 

20 Deaken Hofmaster  
21     Brandon Block 
 Mark Melville       
22 Cherri Block           
 Tom Ruhberg     
 Lincoln Voss    
23 Sarah Jane Myers  
25        Nicole Lawler 
26       Alex Brinkmeier 
27 Lane Kempel  
28        Laura Gray 
29       Jed Kempel 
           Benjamin Hershey 
 Myles Freedlund  
 Sawyer Williams  
 Chris Koehn  
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Date  Greeters  Head  
Ushers  

Assisting  
Ushers  

Scripture Rea. Comm. Asst. 

Jan 1 Jack & Chris 
Kempel  

Joel & Lori  Carol Zier & 
Shirley Emil  

  

Jan 8 Adam & Heidi 
Ditzler  

Kempel  Larry & Kathy 
Albrecht  

Erica Albrecht  Keith Kness  

Jan 15 Keith & Theresa 
Albers  

For the  Lynn & There-
sa Koch  

Lee Harbison  DJ Scott & Beth 
Schneider  

Jan 22  Lee & Anne Ma-
rie Harbison  

Month of   Pauline Miller  Stacey Block  

Jan 29  Tom & Marge 
Ruhberg  

January  Twila Simler & 
Sandy Faust  

Jeri Strohecker  Darla Hasselman 
& Stacy Cassell  

Acolyte  

Dailynn Kittoe  

Kaitlan Koehn  

Kendra Melville  

Taylor Brudi  

Amber  
Baumgartner  

January Organist: Kathy Hillmer   
Counters: Lynda Palmer & Theresa Koch  
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3 Bonnie Dittmar 
 Olivia Williams 
 Jamie Melville 
4 Linda Lawfer  
 Steve Miller  
 Brent Schneider 
5 Dorothy Whitson 
 Zxandyr Klatt   
6 Pat Randerson  
        Benjamin Blackmore  
7 Tom Smargiassi 
8 Dorothy Eden  
 Sara Gray  
10 Gerald Brinkmeier 
 Aaron Eaton   
11 Jace Kempel 
12 Doris Kness 
 Ryan Stager  

13 Bill Eaton 
 Merle  
 Heimerdinger 
 Katelyn Koch 
 Vi Martin 
 Katie 
 Quittschreiber 
16 Ronald Melville 
18 Kayla Albrecht 
19 Austin LIttle 
22 Marsha Butson 
23 Carrie Boop 
 Kayle Niehaus  
24 Earl Heimerdinger 
25         MacKenzee Bentz 
26 Lauren Spain 
27       Bradlee Blackmore 
 Corey Gustafson 

February Duties will be assigned after looking 
at the most current Time & Talent sheets. This 

should be done in early January.  

Duties of the church in January 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church  

Congregational Council Meeting Minutes  

November 16, 2011    7pm  

Pauline Miller called the meeting to order. Members present included Pauline Miller, Theresa Koch, Mon-
ica Baier, Wayne Niehaus, Brenda Hass, Anne Marie Harbison, Brent Schneider, Sharon Knoup, DJ 
Scott, Amanda Erbsen, and Pastor Pat Esker. 
Monica led the Evening Prayer, lit the candle and said the Prayer of the Day. 
Pauline declared that we had a quorum. A motion to approve the minutes from both October 26, 2011 
and November 9, 2011 was made by Theresa Koch and seconded by Sharon Knoup. Motion carried. 
Reports were submitted by the Financial Secretary, the Treasurer, Pastor Pat, the Parish Administrator, 
the Youth Director and SCRIP. A motion to approve the reports was made by DJ Scott and seconded by 
Brenda Hass. Motion carried. 
Pauline shared a communication from the Synod regarding our statement for Mission Support. 
Discussion ensued about our financial situation. 
Brent reported that to hold an AED and CPR training course would cost $7 per person with a maximum of 
10 people. 
Pastor Pat passed out a packet to each council member regarding the SBA loan and went through it to 
make sure everyone understood the process that was necessary for us to follow during the time the SBA 
loan was acquired. 
The leader for the December 21, 2011 meeting will be Anne Marie Harbison. 
An executive committee meeting will be called in order to discuss nominations for new council members. 
DJ Scott reported on the Stewardship Committee. Brent reported that 2 pumps have been donated by 
Wayne Scholfield to the church. A thank you will be sent. Monica stated that Education is still looking for 
teachers to fill out the spring months. Anne Marie reported for the Social Ministry committee and Pastor 
reported for Worship & Music. 
We all said the Prayers of the Church, shared the peace, Pastor gave the Benediction and Pauline gave 
the Dismissal.  

Deadline for March Newsletter: February 22 
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Worship Whys? 

 

The hymn we sing at the beginning of the service is called the Entrance Hymn or sometimes it is called the 
Hymn of Invocation. Most Lutheran worship services begin with an entrance hymn and the intention of the 
hymn is to set the tone for the day. This tone should tell the worshipers what the theme for the day is going to 
be which is derived by the scripture readings that are assigned for that Sunday. Great care is taken in choosing 
this hymn and at St. John’s our faithful Organists take on that task as part of their ministry here. Finding the 
correct hymn for the day can be quite difficult, often because while there may be a number of good hymns to 
choose from in our hymnal, the congregation may not know the hymns and choosing those hymns would have 
an adverse effect on setting the tone for worship as a whole. The hymn should be sung with a great deal of par-
ticipation and emphasis by the congregation and everyone should be encouraged to sing as a form of praise 
and thanksgiving to our awesome God. 


